Coalition to Save Our GPS Clips
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The Wall Street Journal reports that LightSquared needs to prove that its network is nearly perfect in avoiding interference with GPS before the government will allow it to proceed.  The article notes that the company faces other challenges as well, including claims by congressional Republicans that the Obama administration favored the company and a looming investigation by the House Committee on Oversight & Government Reform. While LightSquared and the White House deny the charges, it puts pressure on the FCC to show it thoroughly vetted LightSquared, the article says.  It also notes that companies and government agencies are urging the FCC and Congress to force LightSquared to pay for retrofitting GPS devices that remain affected. A LightSquared spokesman, however, said GPS makers “should be expected to carry some of the responsibility because they have been making defective devices.”

CNET reports that according to a report from Citigroup, there is plenty of wireless spectrum available but that those in control of most unused spectrum are under-capitalized or otherwise unwilling to build out networks to use it.  The article notes that most unused wireless spectrum is owned by companies including Clearwire, LightSquared, and Dish, which have been slow to build networks using their available spectrum. 

Communications Daily reports that LightSquared disputed in an FCC filing Garmin’s claim that changes to the "power on the ground" in LightSquared's rollout proposal could make aviation interference worse.

The Washington Business Journal reports that FCC Chairman touted the economic benefits of broadband at LivingSocial’s Washington, D.C. offices yesterday.

In a story picked up by various online publications, CNET reports that Sprint Nextel will launch its own 4G LTE network early next year.  The article notes that Sprint has an agreement with LightSquared, but that the deal is still in the air as LightSquared continues to face concerns that its network will cause GPS interference.  

LightSquared issued a press release yesterday on a letter from six agriculture groups to the chairmen and ranking members of the Senate and House agriculture committees urging them to “communicate the benefits of both technologies to the FCC.”  Communications Daily reported on the letter.

FieldTechnoligies.com reports that The Coalition to Save Our GPS responded to LightSquared’s open letter/ad placement, saying that it repeated “the same, tired claims that it full well knows are not accurate…”
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CNET.com (Blog), Wireless spectrum shortage? What spectrum shortage?, September 28, 2011 Wednesday 2:40 AM EST, LENGTH: 1412 words

There is plenty of wireless spectrum available to meet the demand for wireless data services, but the problem may be that too much of it is in the wrong hands, according to a recent report from Citigroup.

A recent report from analysts at Citigroup, titled "Wireless Data: Supply and Demand Spectrum Control, Not Availability, Is the Real Constraint," suggests that the wireless industry already has a significant amount of wireless spectrum available. The problem, the analysts argue, is that the operators that control the greatest amount of unused spectrum may be under-capitalized or unwilling to build out networks to use the spectrum. By contrast, operators who are in the best position to build out these networks, are already using a significant amount of their spectrum holdings to offer existing wireless services.

"We do not believe the U.S. faces a spectrum shortage," Jason Bazinet and Michael Rollins wrote in their Citigroup report. "Too much spectrum is controlled by companies that are not planning on rolling out services or face business and financial challenges. And, larger carriers cannot readily convert a substantial portion of their spectrum to 4G services, because most existing spectrum provides 2G-3.5G services to current users."

For more than two years, the Federal Communications Commission and CTIA, the wireless industry's lobbying group, have advocated for more wireless spectrum to be made available for auction. The FCC identified in its National Broadband Plan the need for at least 500MHz of spectrum to be auctioned off over the next decade to keep up with demand for wireless data.

To read more click here.
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Telecommunications Reports, NTIA, FCC Agree on Need for Additional Testing To Assess Interference Between LightSquared-GPS, 3088 words, 1 October 2011

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration and the FCC agree on the need for additional testing to assess whether LightSquared, Inc.'s network would cause interference to certain Global Positioning System (GPS) receivers.

Meanwhile, members of Congress and several federal agencies, including the Department of Defense, recently blasted LightSquared's proposed operations during congressional hearings, even LightSquared's plan to only use the lower 10 megahertz of its L-band spectrum to launch its 4G satellite-terrestrial network.

And two House committees are probing contracts between LightSquared and the White House.

The chiefs of the FCC's International Bureau and Office of Engineering and Technology Sept. 13 said the Commission, in consultation with NTIA, "has determined that additional targeted testing is needed" in order to make sure that LightSquared's network doesn't cause harmful interference to GPS receivers.

In a letter Sept. 9 to a federal interagency group, NTIA Administrator Lawrence E. Strickling asked the group to work with LightSquared to develop a joint testing plan to assess interference between the company's network and cellular and personal/general navigation GPS receivers. NTIA said it wants the testing and analysis completed by Nov. 30.

But NTIA said a second phase of testing will be necessary to evaluate LightSquared's proposed plan for mitigating interference to high-precision and timing receivers.

<Return to top>
COMMUNICATIONS DAILY, SECTION: SATELLITE, September 28, 2011 Wednesday, LENGTH: 93 words

Garmin's claim that changes to the "power on the ground" in LightSquared's rollout proposal could make aviation interference worse is "unsubstantiated and incorrect," said LightSquared in an FCC filing (http://xrl.us/bmen3c). Garmin recently told the FCC that GPS interference concerns remain despite LightSquared's revised rollout plans aimed at mitigating interference (CD Sept 19 p14). LightSquared's filing disputes a number of other objections Garmin raised, pointing to what LightSquared sees as technical mistakes and misunderstanding of the revised plans.

<Return to top>
The Wall Street Journal Online, For LightSquared, a High Bar; High-Speed Wireless Network's Fate Hinges on Switching Off Interference, By Amy Schatz, 891 words, 28 September 2011

WASHINGTON—To make good on its planned $14 billion investment in a national high-speed wireless network, start-up LightSquared Inc. must prove to the government that its network is perfect, or nearly so, in avoiding interference with global-positioning devices. And that's just one of its challenges.

A November deadline is approaching for federal regulators to finish their interference tests, raising the stakes for a project already confronting financial hurdles and political resistance.

Amid complaints by GPS users, company officials say they realize the bar will be high for the start-up to show its network won't disrupt other traffic.

"Are we going to be 100% successful? I hope so," said Martin Harriman, LightSquared's executive vice president of ecosystem development and satellite business. While problems with potential GPS interference still come up "on a daily basis," he said, "we work through them as we go."

LightSquared wants to build a network with 40,000 towers across the U.S. using spectrum that was originally set aside for satellite phones. Rather than selling cellphone service directly to consumers, the company plans to offer its network to other wireless carriers and companies such as Best Buy Co.

The start-up is financed by Philip Falcone's Harbinger Capital Partners, which acquired the airwaves when it bought a struggling satellite carrier last year. Mr. Falcone, a well-known figure on Wall Street, has bet much of his fortune on making the business work. Harbinger's assets reached $26 billion at the fund's 2008 peak, but fell to $4.8 billion as of July as performance troubles and investor withdrawals took their toll, according to fund documents reviewed by The Wall Street Journal and figures given to investors.

To read more click here.

<Return to top>
PR Newswire (U.S.), Letter from Farming Organizations to Congress in Support of LightSquared and GPS Collaboration, 655 words, 27 September 2011

RESTON, Va., Sept. 27, 2011 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- In a letter sent yesterday to key members of Congress, major farming organizations urged lawmakers to communicate the benefits of both technologies to the FCC.

"The FCC must ensure that accurate GPS will continue to be available for precision agriculture and also ensure that broadband access be made available for all of rural America," according to the letter.

LightSquared is committed to making wireless broadband accessible and affordable across America through the company's wholesale-only nationwide 4G-LTE network integrated with satellite coverage.

The full text of the letter reads:

Dear Chairwoman Stabenow, Chairman Lucas, Ranking Member Roberts and Ranking Member Peterson: As agricultural organizations that represent farmers and ranchers, we seek to improve the economic viability of rural America. A conflict over the use of spectrum has arisen between LightSquared, a company that can provide wireless broadband access throughout rural America, and the providers and users of Global Positioning System (GPS) technology, which is a key component of advances in precision agriculture. We believe that both of these technologies have great potential to drive economic development in rural America and a reasonable agreement should be reached to allow for their future success. We support the expanded use of precision agriculture, which allows farmers and ranchers to run more efficient, economical and environmentally conscious operations…

To read more click here.
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COMMUNICATIONS DAILY, SECTION: SATELLITE, September 28, 2011 Wednesday, LENGTH: 184 words

Six agricultural groups voiced optimism for the coexistence of GPS and LightSquared's planned terrestrial service, in a letter to the House and Senate Agriculture committees. The American Farm Bureau Federation, American Sugar Alliance, National Association of Wheat Growers, National Farmers Union and National Potato Council said "both of these technologies have great potential to drive economic development in rural America and a reasonable agreement should be reached to allow their future success." The groups asked the committees to communicate to the FCC "the benefit farmers and ranchers will receive from expanded broadband access and precision agriculture." The agency should ensure the availability of both precision GPS and broadband in rural America, the letter said. Precision GPS is widely used by farmers, and agricultural groups have voiced concern over LightSquared's network in the past. The National Association of Wheat Growers, for instance, in April asked the FCC International Bureau to reconsider the waiver granted to LightSquared allowing it to offer terrestrial-only services.

<Return to top>
ReadWriteWeb, Analysts: There's No Spectrum Shortage, September 28, 2011 Wednesday 9:25 AM EST, LENGTH: 721 words

The then-newly installed chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, Julius Genachowski, said in October 2009, "We are fast entering a world where mass-market mobile devices consume thousands of megabytes each month. So we must ask: What happens when every mobile user has an iPhone, a Palm Pre, a BlackBerry Tour or whatever the next device is? What happens when we quadruple the number of subscribers with mobile broadband on their laptops or netbooks? The short answer: We will need a lot more spectrum."

Yesterday, a systematic and mathematical analysis of U.S. spectrum allocation blatantly called Genachowski's statement to the 2009 CTIA Wireless conference flat wrong.

Jason Bazinet and Michael Rollins of Citi Investment Research Analysis concluded that only about 35.7% of spectrum set aside for wireless communications, is being used for that purpose. What's causing the spectrum problems, Bazinet and Rollins believe, is not how much spectrum is being consumed but where it falls on the map, and who owns it.

"We do not believe the U.S. faces a spectrum shortage," write the Citi analysts. "However, unless incumbent carriers accelerate their 4G migration plans, or acquire more underutilized spectrum, upstart networks - like Clearwire, LightSquared and Dish - could have a material speed advantage over incumbent carriers provided that they can clear meaningful hurdles for funding and distribution."

To read more click here.

<Return to top>
The Business Insider, LightSquared Fires Back At Its Critics, Says It Will Offer Affordable Broadband For All Americans, September 27, 2011 Tuesday 2:56 PM EST, LENGTH: 657 words

In a CEO letter published yesterday, embattled start-up telecom LightSquared fired back at its critics' claims that its GPS system threatens national security.

The company has come under major scrutiny recently. First, House Republicans announced that it would be investigated under circumstances similar to Solyndra, a renewable energy company with debated support from President Obama. LightSquared also might have received support from the White House. In another incident, six Republican lawmakers sent a letter to LightSquared founder, Harbinger Capitol's Phil Falcone questioning his donations to the Democratic party. And most recently, it has surfaced that George Soros may be involved with the company-- which does nothing to settle conspiracy theorists on the right.

Some of this criticism appears to be politically motivated. Texas Republican Representative Ralph Hall, the lead author of the letter to Falcone, has received donations from LightSquared rival ATT throughout his entire career. Some critics, however, have more legitimate concerns -- they fear that LightSquared's grid would interfere with military defense signals.

Those are the claims that LightSquared CEO Sanjiv Ahuja addressed in his letter. Read the full CEO letter  

Here's an excerpt:

...Within the next 24 months, demand for broadband wireless will outstrip the current total spectrum available in the United States-jeopardizing everything from the smartphones and tablets we love to the emergency responder services we rely upon to keep us safe. The current nationwide wireless providers have failed to innovate and in the process have failed to keep pace with consumer and technological demands.

To read more click here.

<Return to top>
NetworkComputing.com, No One Uses GPS, Do They?, Posted by Lee H. Badman, September 27, 2011

There are some technologies that you just don't monkey with. Running water, for example. The nation's food supply. And the Global Positioning System (GPS) that is the space-based, hyper-accurate enabler to about a zillion different location applications found in many aspects of modern civilized life. But courtesy of newcomer 4G wannabe LightSquared, a somewhat exotic mobile network technology threatens to lay functional waste to millions of consumer, commercial, and military GPS-enabled devices. This is one weird tale that just can’t get too much press.

In a story line that loosely parallels the recent Broadband Over Powerline (BPL) debacle, the LightSquared story also shows the ugly sausage that can be created when politicians try to advance technologies they don’t understand. In the BPL case, then-FCC Chairman Michael Powell played head cheerleader for the controversial power-line based network technology that has since largely fizzled out due to its own shortcomings. With LightSquared, at least the FCC is showing some restraint of late, but only after getting a shellacking for fast-tracking conditional approval for the potential GPS-killer earlier in the year and deeming it a “promising technology” despite a growing number of technically-minded groups lining up against it. (A reminder that the FCC is made up of political appointees is in order right about now.)

To read more click here.
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FieldTechnologies.com, GPS Industry Responds To LightSquared Ads, 9/27/2011

The Global Positioning System (GPS) is something Americans depend on everyday, a worldwide utility affecting nearly every facet of modern day life.

Since the first GPS satellites were launched more than 30 years ago, the GPS system has become a critical and extremely reliable part of our national infrastructure. The free, open and dependable nature of GPS system enables users such as farmers, bankers, pilots, construction workers, hikers, police officers, firefighters, and people from many other walks of life to do their jobs and to use location in new and creative ways.

Hundreds of members of the GPS industry have united through an organization called “The Coalition To Save Our GPS” to fight the approval of  a new wireless network proposed by a company called LightSquared, due to serious concerns that part of LightSquared’s network might interfere with GPS (Global Positioning System) devices. GPS industry members opposed to the LightSquared network include  corporate giants such as General Motors Co. (GM) and Garmin (GRMN), FedEX, Caterpillar plus many others who say the plan to use spectrum originally set aside for satellites could drown out GPS system signals.

The GPS Coalition seeks a number of remedies from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), which recently granted a waiver to LightSquared that allows them to repurpose the satellite spectrum immediately neighboring that of the GPS.

To read more click here.
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MobileDevDesign, Political Meddling Impacts Telecom Industry, Sep 26, 2011 3:56 PM, Lou Frenzel, Editor-in-Chief

The telecom business has always experienced government regulation and political involvement. Recently, for example, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued its guidelines related to net neutrality: FCC 1, Business 0. That trend continues today with companies involved in the wireless business. More specifically, the government is heavily involved in the proposed merger of AT&T and T-Mobile as well as the approval of LightSquared’s nationwide Long-Term Evolution (LTE) network.

AT&T/T-Mobile

AT&T has offered to buy T-Mobile from Deutsche Telekom for $39 billion. The merger would make AT&T the largest cellular carrier, with Verizon a pretty close second. That leaves Sprint in a distant third place and T-Mobile in fourth. With the AT&T/T-Mobile arrangement, there would be only three major competitors in the mobile wireless space. Is that a good or bad thing?

The Justice Department and the FCC think it’s is a bad thing, mainly because it reduces the number of top cellular carriers to three theoretically, limiting customer choice and potentially raising prices. Some of the other carriers, like Sprint and Cellular South, are suing to block the merger, stating antitrust violations under the Clayton Antitrust Act. So now Justice and the FCC are deliberating. Will they let this go through or not? Initially I felt it would happen, but now I am not so sure.

To read more click here.
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Washington Business Journal, FCC chief Genachowski’s other LS while at LivingSocial, Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2011, 5:29pm EDT, Bill Flook

FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski took the podium at LivingSocial’s Chinatown office Tuesday, delivering a roughly half-hour pitch on the economic importance of broadband.

What’s significant here is not the content of his speech – to be honest, it was fairly boilerplate. When you see headlines like “FCC Chairman touts broadband as key to economic growth,” it’s a sign that reporters were searching for something newsworthy in the text.

But Genachowski’s appearance is accompanied by two important bits of context, the subjects of which can both be abbreviated as “LS.”

Genachowski is a legal and political brain. But he’s also a startup guy. He co-founded LaunchBox Digital, an incubator with a similar mission to Silicon Valley’s vaunted Y Combinator. Launchbox, which has since left D.C. for North Carolina’s Research Triangle, spawned Reston-based Koofers, among other startups.

To read more click here.
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Forbes, Dish Looks Ready To Dance With Clearwire or Sprint, 9/27/2011 @ 12:28PM 

Dish Network may consider partnering with or buying a wireless carrier such as Clearwire or Sprint, according to a report from Bloomberg. 

Earlier this year, Dish purchased TerreStar Networks and DBSD North America out of bankruptcy. Dish now wants to make use of the spectrum that it acquired from these companies by partnering with or acquiring a wireless network.

If Dish were to acquire Sprint or Clearwire, we believe that unlike the AT&T/T-Mobile deal, this transaction would not create regulatory issues. Sprint’s stock jumped by more than 5% on this news; our near $4.80 price estimate for Sprint stock is about 50% above the current market price.

AT&T/T-Mobile deal mired in controversy

Ever since AT&T announced its plans to acquire T-Mobile for $39 billion in March, the issues for AT&T have continued to pile up. Initially the FCC created an obstacle by asking AT&T to justify the need for such a massive purchase of spectrum. Then the U.S. government filed an antitrust lawsuit to block the proposed deal, saying it would hurt competition in the U.S. wireless market.

Sprint or Clearwire acquisition should not concern regulators

Unlike the AT&T/T-Mobile deal, a Dish/Sprint or Dish/Clearwire deal would not raise any antitrust issues as Dish would be a new player in the wireless market and thus the number of players wouldn’t be reduced.

To read more click here.
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FieldTechnologies.com, LightSquared CEO Publicly Addresses GPS Interference Concerns, 9/27/2011

This week LightSquared is pulling out all the stops in a very public attempt to gain national support for its proposed wireless network. The company purchased several ads in publications such as The Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, Market Watch and the Washington Post.

The paid advertisements took the form of a direct letter from LightSquared’s CEO to the American public. The letter presents some compelling reasons why LightSquared’s network is good for the country and the US economy. The company also appears to be defending itself by shifting the blame onto others.

In the letter, LightSquared CEO Sanjiv Ahuja claims that LightSquared has solved the problem of rural telecommunications, successfully addressed FCC concerns that its technology interferes with GPS devices, and will create thousands of jobs in the process. “The current nationwide wireless providers have failed to innovate and in the process have failed to keep pace with consumer and technological demands,” Ahuja said in the letter’s second paragraph.

It’s unclear, however, what Ahuja then implies two paragraphs later, after he introduces the “concerns” which have been raised about interference with GPS devices. He indicates his company isn’t at fault.

To read more click here.
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CNET, Sprint to launch own 4G LTE network in early 2012 (scoop), By: Roger Cheng SEPTEMBER 27, 2011, 6:20 AM PDT

Sprint Nextel will launch its own 4G LTE network early next year.

The company is already installing LTE equipment and has been field testing the network in select areas, according to people familiar with the situation. It hopes to launch commercial service by the end of the first quarter or beginning of the second quarter, although the target could move up. It's unclear how many markets would get the service initially.

The LTE rollout is part of the company's broader Network Vision plan. With the costs already accounted for in its prior forecast, the LTE network won't require any additional capital investment.

The accelerated deployment underscores how critical it is for the carriers to keep pace with rapidly evolving wireless technology. While Sprint long enjoyed a technical and speed advantage over its rivals through its partnership with Clearwire and its 4G WiMax network, much of that edge has faded as Verizon Wireless surpassed it with a wider deployment of its own faster LTE network.

Sprint's 4G LTE network would give the carrier a network on par with Verizon's, supplying the nation's third-largest carrier with an additional selling point beyond attractive pricing plans and an unlimited data offering. By employing LTE technology, it will be able to tap into a larger pool of vendors already racing to build 4G devices and equipment at a lower price. The additional network will also allow Sprint to offload some of its 3G data traffic onto 4G, relieving a growing burden.

To read more click here.
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Fierce Wireless, Report: Sprint to launch LTE service in early 2012, September 27, 2011, By Phil Goldstein 

 

Sprint Nextel (NYSE:S) hopes to launch LTE service on its own network sometime early next year, according to a CNET report.

The report, which cited unnamed sources familiar with the matter, said that the nation's No. 3 carrier plans to have the service operational on its own equipment in the first or second quarter, though that launch schedule could be moved up. The report also said that Sprint has been field testing LTE equipment and that it's unclear how many markets will get LTE service initially. Interestingly, the report said Sprint plans to use G-Block spectrum it acquired from Nextel for the deployment as well as 800 MHz spectrum currently being used by Sprint's iDEN network. Sprint has previously said it plans to start shutting down iDEN service in 2013.

A Sprint spokesman declined to comment.

The deployment would be part of Sprint's Network Vision network modernization plan, which is already underway, and which is centered around multi-mode base stations that would allow Sprint to launch LTE. Sprint is scheduled to detail its 4G network strategy at an investor conference in New York Oct. 7. 

Earlier this year though, Steve Elfman, Sprint's president of network operations and wholesale, said that the company could have LTE coverage nationwide by year-end 2013. However, that timeline was based on the notion that Sprint would launch LTE service sometime this year. 

Sprint's 4G strategy has been uncertain for months, which is why the investor conference should serve as a clarifying moment. In July Sprint inked a 15-year, $9 billion network hosting deal with wholesale LTE provider LightSquared in which LightSquared will pay Sprint to deploy and operate a nationwide LTE network that uses LightSquared's L-Band spectrum, and LightSquared will be able to sell network capacity via the arrangement to Sprint, other wireless carriers or retail customers. However, because of GPS interference concerns, both the FCC and National Telecommunications and Information Administration have called for more tests of LightSquared's network, throwing into doubt if or when the company will be able to launch service.

To read more click here.
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Engadget, Sprint's LTE build out already underway, new 4G network to launch first half 2012? By Joseph Volpe, posted Sep 27th 2011 

At this point, it's pretty much an open secret that Sprint needs to hitch its ride to LTE to stay in the wireless game. CNET caught wind of the operator's intended 4G plans ahead of its scheduled October strategy announcement -- an event at which many in the industry expect Sprint to lay out its LTE cards. According to the report, the Hesse-led network's been hard at work installing the necessary infrastructure to convert to its towers to FD-LTE, which is the same flavor of LTE as Verizon and future partner LightSquared. Using the iDEN spectrum it acquired from its Nextel purchase, Sprint reportedly plans to set up 4G shop on those radio waves, and make use of current WiMAX provider Clearwire's proposed switch to TD-LTE by incorporating chipsets in future phones that accommodate both frequencies. The network changeover, rumored to cost Sprint somewhere in the range of $4 - $5 billion, should get carried out over the next five years, laying the groundwork for a true three-way 4G race.

To read more click here.
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