FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Demonstration to Save GPS

FCC backs plan that would endanger public safety, cost jobs and billions of dollars

[City name and date of release] + [name of a local or national association organizing your local rally]

September 22nd, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. local time, a rally will be held at the federal building in [your city name, then provide street address] and in other cities across the country in support of GPS and to express concerns over a controversial application being considered by the FCC that would cause substantial interference for GPS users.

High precision GPS uses, like commercial aviation, science and industry, surveying, construction, and public safety would be affected the most by this type of interference. High precision uses represent over half of the economic value of GPS estimated at $96B yearly. Tens of thousands of jobs would be lost.
In January of 2011, the FCC granted a conditional waiver to operate 40,000+ high power terrestrial transmitters to build out a new 4G broadband network in radio spectrum traditionally reserved for much weaker satellite based transmissions. This spectrum is next to the band in which critical GPS signals reside. The FCC ordered interference tests, completed in July of 2011 which shows substantial interference for all types of GPS use. This unprecedented waiver was granted to LightSquared, owned by Harbinger Hedge Capital that does not dispute the test results, but instead keeps offering counter proposals that depend on proposed technological solutions that have not yet been developed yet in the laboratory. If approved, the interference could force a return for many end users to legacy technologies for up to a decade while alternatives are developed. An example is the next generation of FAA traffic control; it takes 7 years for the FAA to certify new technologies. It would be back to square one for innovations such as this and for decades of GPS-based research in earthquakes, flood control, tsunamis, and meteorology.

The participants in these rallies do not oppose enhanced broadband, but there are serious issues of public safety, potential costs to the public, industry, and taxpayers, and the future of the U.S. leadership in satellite navigation. Until all of the issues of interference for the critical utility of GPS are resolved, these rally participants are urging the FCC and their elected representatives to halt this flawed plan. 
[CITY, State, date of press release] - 

.Contact:  [local rally contact]
[local rally contact email]

[local rally contact street address, city, state, zip]

[local contact phone and time zone]
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