Coalition to Save Our GPS Clips
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Dr. Javad Ashjaee, president and CEO of JAVAD GNSS, the company LightSquared has partnered with to develop a technical solution to GPS interference by LightSquared’s planned network, penned an op-ed for The Hill’s Congress Blog.  “Technology has solved the problem,” he wrote, “now we just have to wait for the politicians to catch up.”

Politico reports that LightSquared hired three more consultants this month – Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, K&L Gates, and Podesta Group. 

Communications Daily and TR Daily report that CTIA said in light of questions over LightSquared’s network that the FCC should look at interference issues before granting a waiver to Dish Network. 

· "DISH's proposed service would create the significant potential for harmful interference to incumbent PCS networks," CTIA said (http://xrl.us/bmgf6k). "The recent LightSquared proceeding demonstrates the importance of identifying and resolving known interference concerns prior to taking action on a waiver petition. In that proceeding, the Commission granted LightSquared's modification application while leaving unresolved the significant interference issues that were raised by LightSquared's proposed operations." 

Communications Daily reports that Dish Network Chairman Charlie Ergen said that charging spectrum fees for terrestrial use of mobile satellite service spectrum is bad policy and could slow investment in services.  He also denied claims that Dish’s plan to buy DBSD and TerreStar would be a windfall for Dish because those companies didn’t have to buy the spectrum at auction.  As for LightSquared, Ergen said it shows the need to “do it right the first time.”  Dish has done its homework in the S-band purchases and proactively said it wants regulators to take the normal amount of time in looking at the deals, he said. Dish wouldn't have gone ahead with purchases without the precedent set by LightSquared, Ergen said.

Communications Daily reports that FCC International Bureau Chief Mindel de la Torre said Monday that the bureau will help with the ongoing review of LightSquared's services in an "open and transparent manner” and that the FCC won't allow LightSquared to begin service without resolving the GPS interference concerns.
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COMMUNICATIONS DAILY, CTIA Raises Interference Concerns on Dish Waiver, October 19, 2011 Wednesday, LENGTH: 924 words

Dish's proposed waiver that would clear the way for the company to launch wireless broadband service in the 2 GHz band is meeting resistance from wireless carriers, led by CTIA. In a further demonstration of how difficult it will be to bring any new band online for wireless broadband, CTIA said in light of questions that have arisen over LightSquared's network, the FCC should look closely at interference issues before granting a waiver.

"DISH's proposed service would create the significant potential for harmful interference to incumbent PCS networks," CTIA said (http://xrl.us/bmgf6k). "The recent LightSquared proceeding demonstrates the importance of identifying and resolving known interference concerns prior to taking action on a waiver petition. In that proceeding, the Commission granted LightSquared's modification application while leaving unresolved the significant interference issues that were raised by LightSquared's proposed operations." CTIA said the Dish application raises questions that should be looked at as part of "a proceeding of general applicability, rather than in a review of an individual transaction."

LightSquared (LS) questions complicate FCC approval of Dish's application, conceded Tim Farrar, president of analyst firm TMF Associates. "I think the perceived 'windfall' for LS, which is now a big part of the GPS industry campaign, creates a perception issue for Dish if they were to get the waiver for free," Farrar said. "I suspect they are going to have to make some offer of compensation by either giving back part of the spectrum or structuring some payment to the Treasury -- perhaps linked to what is paid for the adjacent AWS-2 2020-25/2175-80 block -- if that pairing is maintained -- in a future auction."

But Public Knowledge Legal Director Harold Feld questioned whether carriers would ultimately want to block grant of the waiver. "I don't think the wireless industry is in much of a position to stop or condition the application," Feld said. "The FCC wants to see new competitors in this space. With LightSquared now up in the air, Dish is the most promising new entrant on the horizon."

The Dish application could be hard to turn down, given the FCC's push to find additional bands for wireless broadband, said Jeff Silva, analyst at Medley Global Advisors. "While I expect the FCC to take the views of wireless carriers and other parties into account -- especially those regarding potential interference -- it's quite possible Chairman [Julius] Genachowski will find Dish's 4G LTE proposal attractive because it tends to further the same spectrum, competition and universal broadband policy objectives (especially with respect to rural areas) associated with the agency's conditional ... waiver grant to LightSquared. In that sense, Dish seems to have a lot going for it," Silva said. "At the same time, given the extensive industry and political controversy over LightSquared interference issues, one would expect the FCC to exercise extreme caution in evaluating the Dish plan."
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COMMUNICATIONS DAILY, Spectrum Fees Would Slow MSS Spectrum Development, Say Ergen, Monroe, October 19, 2011 Wednesday, LENGTH: 693 words

BOULDER, Colo. -- Charging spectrum fees for terrestrial use of mobile satellite service spectrum is bad policy and could slow investment in services there, Dish Network Chairman Charlie Ergen said Monday at a Silicon Flatirons event. Dish is buying DBSD and TerreStar and hopes to make use of their terrestrial spectrum. The issue of spectrum fees was recently raised as a revenue generating component of President Barack Obama's American Jobs Act.

"Money is fungible" and investment may move elsewhere if the cost of building out spectrum becomes too onerous, Ergen said. Such fees will simply be passed onto the consumer, he said. Globalstar Chairman Jay Monroe said he also opposed such fees because "you don't change the rules on people halfway through the game." Globalstar is working to regain ancillary terrestrial component rule compliance so it can use its spectrum terrestrially.

Despite Ergen's opposition to spectrum fees, he said he understands the need for revenue and that "everything should be on the table," and he would be agreeable to paying a higher personal income tax. Ergen also complained about the broadcast industry's hold on large swaths of valuable spectrum. He said they're the only group not being talked about as required to pay spectrum fees, even though TV stations got their spectrum for free and aren't required to build out their services, he said. Sometimes it's about who "has the best lobbying campaign," said Ergen.

Ergen's comments are interesting coming from "the poster child for spectrum hoarding," said an NAB spokesman. "Few broadcasters operating today received 'free spectrum.' Over time, most stations have sold for millions of dollars, and sometimes for hundreds of millions. Moreover, unlike our pay-TV friends, local broadcasters have a public interest obligation to serve communities of license, free of charge. Mr. Ergen should visit Tuscaloosa [Ala.] and Joplin [Mo.] -- where local broadcasters saved countless lives this Spring with emergency tornado warnings -- and ask residents if broadcasters are efficiently using spectrum."
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COMMUNICATIONS DAILY, SECTION: SATELLITE, October 19, 2011 Wednesday, LENGTH: 123 words

Satellite is often overlooked when making policy in Washington, said FCC International Bureau Chief Mindel de la Torre Monday at a Silicon Flatirons event in Boulder. Bringing visibility to the industry continues to be one of the challenges in her position at the commission, she said. The bureau will continue to work on the consideration of additional terrestrial services in spectrum allocated for mobile satellite and the establishment of rules for aeronautical mobile satellite service in the Ku-band, she said. It will also help with the ongoing review of LightSquared's services in an "open and transparent manner," she said. The FCC won't allow LightSquared to begin service without resolving the GPS interference concerns, she said.
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TR Daily, DISH’s MOBILE BROADBAND PLAN DRAWS INTERFERENCE CONCERNS, Paul Kirby, 1398 words, 18 October 2011

Dish Network Corp.’s plan to repurpose satellite spectrum for a nationwide mobile broadband network is drawing concerns from terrestrial wireless entities. Several said they were worried about interference to PCS (personal communications service) networks and said the FCC should consider requests related to the planned Dish network in a rulemaking proceeding.

Comments were filed by yesterday’s deadline in IB dockets 11-149 and 11-150.

Dish has agreements to buy bankrupt TerreStar Networks, Inc., and DBSD North America, Inc., and their spectrum licenses, and it plans to repurpose their frequencies in order to deploy a nationwide mobile broadband network.

In an application filed Aug. 22, Dish said it wants to use the 40 megahertz of 2 gigahertz S-band mobile satellite service (MSS) spectrum to deploy a hybrid satellite-terrestrial mobile and fixed broadband network using LTE (long term evolution) technology.

Dish wants the FCC to waive its integrated service requirement and allow single-mode terrestrial devices to be used on its network - a waiver that LightSquared, Inc., conditionally received in January. Dish also wants a waiver of the FCC’s spare satellite mandate “as DISH will have at its disposal in-orbit capacity that can be marshaled in case of a catastrophic failure.” And it asked the Commission to “harmonize the regime applicable to TerreStar and DBSD by extending across the entire 2 GHz MSS allocation various waivers of the FCC’s rules previously obtained by DBSD. These actions will enable DISH to make more efficient and consistent use of that spectrum to support next-generation mobile broadband services.”
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The Hill, LightSquared and GPS can coexist, By Dr. Javad Ashjaee, president and CEO of JAVAD GNSS Inc. - 10/18/11 03:27 PM ET

There is a fascinating debate playing out in Washington that will impact nearly every American. It is over whether the federal government should allow an upstart company called LightSquared to enter the telecom market as a new national wireless broadband provider.

Anyone with a cell phone, computer or a tablet, should be paying attention, because LightSquared is proposing to build something that currently does not exist: a high-speed wireless system that reaches almost every corner of America, including underserved rural areas and over-capacity urban areas.

LightSquared proposed investing $14 billion in private dollars on a plan that would bring wireless broadband to 260 million Americans by 2015, and create 15,000 jobs a year over the five-year build out of the network. LightSquared is a satellite company, and its unique model would create the nation’s first broadband system that uses a combination of satellite and cell tower technology. Because satellite signals are ubiquitous, using them as a back up to terrestrial service would eliminate the massive service holes that still exist all over America, bringing high-speed internet for the first time to vast swaths of the country that have never had it.

To read more click here.
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Farm Futures, GPS Challenge: Who Pays?, Posted on October 18, 2011 at 4:39 AM

Got a call from a farm equipment manufacturer last week who wanted to fill me in on the latest goings on with LightSquared, the firm that wants to bring broadband to rural areas but at the same time could be setting up a system that could blot out precision GPS systems - for farms, aviation, defense and others.

LightSquared is planning on building a 40,000-tower 4G LTE system that would bring broadband to a much wider area. Their plan is to become a service any provider could use as a high-speed backbone. The challenge is that the frequency on which the signals would be transmitted appear to cause significant interference.

The company claims it has come up with a solution for most GPS systems, but is still working on its precision GPS solution. Last week LightSquared issued a release noting that in recent weeks several companies have stepped up with new tech that will make GPS receivers compatible with the LightSquared system. Last June the company issued an announcement that cost it $100 million and solved the problem for what it says is 99.75% of all GPS devices. And the company claims that the 400 million cell phones and auto systems currently using GPS are already compatible with the LightSquared network.

In addition, LightSquared says it has invested $9 million to develop filters that ensured its signal didn't cross into the spectrum licensed to GPS, which means "any interference that remains is caused by GPS signals looking into our spectrum," the release says. And the company has committed $50 million to retrofit or replace high-precision GPS devices in use by federal agencies.

To read more click here.
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AV Web, LightSquared vs. GPS: A $6 Solution? , By Mary Grady, Contributing editor, October 18, 2011

LightSquared, the broadband company that has met with resistance from GPS users due to interference from its system, said last week technology company Partron America has developed a filter that costs only $6. This technology, along with several other prototypes, will undergo extensive testing in the coming weeks, LightSquared said. "Preliminary testing leaves LightSquared confident that the debate over our system and interference from GPS signals will be resolved," the company said in a news release.

To read more click here.
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FieldTechnologies.com, LightSquared: Say Goodbye To Internet Dead Zones, 10/19/11

Broadband Internet access, often shortened to just “broadband”, is a high data rate connection to the Internet— typically contrasted with dial-up access with a modem. There are several broadband service providers in the US such as AT&T, Verizon, Cox, and Time Warner.

Broadband service is available in all major US cities, but there are still millions of people in rural areas that do not have high speed internet.

There are massive areas in the US without coverage – called “dead zones”, “coverage holes” or “no-service areas”. Most wireless service providers work continually to improve and upgrade their networks in order to minimize their dead zones.

To read more click here.
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Politico, LightSquared keeps a light on -- IBM hires veteran lobbyists -- DCCC gets earful on Occupy endorsement -- Big week for JM Burkman, Podesta -- Rehberg gets a little help from his friends, By ANNA PALMER & DAVE LEVINTHAL | 10/18/11 2:46 PM EDT

KEEPING A LIGHT ON: Wireless broadband company LightSquared may be under scrutiny, but the company isn’t pulling up its stakes on K Street. In fact, the startup is expanding its downtown reach, adding three shops this month alone — Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, K&L Gates, and Podesta Group. The trio comes on board after LightSquared beefed up its contract shops by five earlier this year. Nethercutt Consulting, American Continental Group, Ballard Spahr, Gephardt Group Government Affairs and Dickstein Shapiro have all been hired in 2011.

LightSquared spent $830,000 during the first half of 2011 on lobbying, more than the amount it spent all last year. The company reported spending $695,000 on lobbying in 2010.

While LightSquared’s Terry Neal punted on discussing the company’s K Street strategy, he did elaborate on the company’s message on Capitol Hill.

The money quotes: “We hope to have a fair and objective hearing of our plan, which can co-exist with other technologies and will create 15,000 jobs a year over the five-year network build out of our plan,” Neal tells PI. “LightSquared is better positioned than any other company to accomplish the goal of quickly increasing competition in the market, lowering consumer prices and expanding access to a critical technology.”

To read more click here.
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