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According to an article in Communications Daily, emails among White House officials released Friday through a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request “reflect the gradual dimming of LightSquared’s prospects following the FCC’s conditional waiver grant to the company and accompanying political scrutiny.”  Early emails between LightSquared representatives and the White House reflected optimism according to the article, whereas more recent emails from LightSquared were met with a request that LightSquared contact the FCC and NTIA, not the White House, on the matter.  The article also notes that Jim Kirkland, general counsel of Trimble and a leader in the Coalition to Save Our GPS emailed the White House saying: "The FCC staff has clearly spent a lot of time with LightSquared, which has an effective DC team providing lots of technical and other assurances that are self serving as one would expect." 

An Inside GNSS column recaps recent developments in the LightSquared/GPS matter, concluding that “over the course of the company’s yearlong regulatory putsch, its business plan and operational proposals have become no more credible while its tactics and claims continue to deteriorate. The risks they pose for critical U.S. infrastructure and national defense — not to mention the economic chaos of choking off a broad commercial sector — are enormous.”

LightSquared and Soundtracker, a geosocial Internet radio company, issued a joint press release announcing that they have signed a wholesale agreement.

A Fierce Wireless article about Open Range’s bankruptcy filing notes that the company has a partnership with LightSquared. 

A cite list and links to the full text of these and other articles follow.
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***Excerpts/Links to Full Text of Articles***

[bookmark: CommDaily_488]COMMUNICATIONS DAILY, White House Emails Reflect LightSquared's Dimming Prospects, November 22, 2011 Tuesday, LENGTH: 488 words

Emails among White House officials released late Friday (CD Nov 21 p1) reflect the gradual dimming of LightSquared's prospects following the FCC's conditional waiver grant to the company and accompanying political scrutiny. While initially discussed with optimism at the White House a year ago, as recently as September an Office of Science and Technology Policy official asked a Harbinger Capital Partners representative to stop communicating on the matter, the emails show. The emails were obtained by the Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington through the Freedom of Information Act (http://xrl.us/bmi7o2). The emails also show the GPS industry working hard to convince the White House of interference issues. The White House didn't comment.

A Sept. 18 email from Tom Power, deputy chief technology officer-telecommunications for the OSTP to a Harbinger representative clearly showed increased sensitivity from the White House on the LightSquared issue. The Harbinger representative wrote to Power to describe a Fox News interview with Harbinger head Phil Falcone in which Falcone would "hit back HARD!" In response, Power wrote: "Per my recent email and voice mail to you, I must ask that you stop communicating with me regarding the LightSquared matter. As you know, the FCC and NTIA are the government agencies that are responsible for this matter. You should direct all relevant communications to those agencies." The exchange marks a serious change in tone from an email about a year before in which the White House was clearly excited by the prospects of LightSquared, with Chief Technology Officer Aneesh Chopra saying he kept "hearing good things" about LightSquared. Harbinger is the hedge fund, headed by Falcone, that's the largest investor in LightSquared.
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[bookmark: FierceWireless_342]FierceWireless, Open Range's bankruptcy filing, November 21, 2011 Monday 3:19 PM EST, LENGTH: 342 words

The story of Open Range Communications' unraveling is one of the more bizarre of this year-and one that FierceWireless had a hand in unearthing. The privately held rural WiMAX provider, which operated in more than 140 markets spanning more than a dozen states, received a $267 million from the Department of Agriculture's Rural Utilities Service, but then filed for bankruptcy and is now headed for liquidation.  

The company was dealt a big blow in September when the FCC suspended Globalstar's Ancillary Terrestrial Component (ATC) authority because it hadn't complied with the commission's rules. That left its lease partner Open Range without spectrum, which threatened its funding to roll out WiMAX services to rural communities. However, the FCC essentially handed Open Range a lifeline by granting a conditional waiver for wholesale LTE provider LightSquared to allow its customers to operate terrestrial service; LightSquared inked a partnership with Open Range in March.

However, it seems clear now that the company was not making progress on its business plan. By late August, Open Range Communications confirmed it would cut an unspecified number of direct sales representatives from its workforce to reduce costs. Then in early October FierceWireless broke the story that Open Range would lay off the bulk of its employees and stop accepting new customers. At the time, the company said it would continue providing service to existing customers. Further, the company's CEO, Bill Beans, resigned.

To read more click here.
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[bookmark: DowJones_DJSoundtracker]Dow Jones Global Press Release Wire, DJ Soundtracker Turns to LightSquared to Revolutionize the Mobile Music Business, 660 words, 22 November 2011

RESTON, Va. and SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 22, 2011 /PRNewswire/ -- LightSquared, a wholesale carrier building a nationwide wireless broadband network that will create consumer choice and drive industry innovation, and Soundtracker, a geosocial Internet radio company, have signed a wholesale agreement that will enable Soundtracker's customers to access one of the world's largest catalogues of online music.

LightSquared's network will allow Soundtracker to offer its customers a product that bundles music with connectivity -- eliminating concerns that consumers will rack up huge monthly wireless fees while listening to their favorite music.

"LightSquared's nationwide network will allow Soundtracker to extend its reach by allowing customers to connect directly to their music whether they are in a cab in New York City or hiking in the Grand Canyon," said Daniele Calabrese, Soundtracker's founder and chief executive officer.

To read more click here.
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[bookmark: InsideGNSS_ThinkingAloud]InsideGNSS.com, Thinking Aloud; Oh No! Not LightSquared Again! Still posing risks for critical U.S. infrastructure and national defense, Glen Gibbons

Only the backing of a billion-dollar hedge fund operating in the plutocracy that America’s political system has become enables LightSquared to dominate this conversation.

Please.

Please. Please. Please. 

Can we please talk about something besides LightSquared?

Not yet? You mean, they are still here?

And we have so many other GNSS-related topics that deserve comment: 

Some peculiar cuts in civil GPS funds and GPS III budgets being proposed by congressional committees. 

To read more click here.
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[bookmark: Mobiledia_ClearwireMay]Mobiledia.com, Clearwire May Stiff Sprint on Payment, Fuels Tension By Sandy Fitzgerald | Mon Nov 21, 2011 12:26 pm
                                
Clearwire may skip a huge debt payment coming due in two weeks, which may strong-arm Sprint into a deal to avoid a blow to its 4G strategy.

Clearwire CEO Erik Prusch told the Wall Street Journal Clearwire's $237 million loan payment, due on December 1, "would be a significant drain of our cash, so we have to evaluate everything in terms of our decision of where we're going."

Clearwire has a 30-day grace period to make the payment, and Prusch said he is focusing on cutting new service deals and securing more funding. The decision to skip the payment, however, may be a way to get more money from Sprint, which already owns a 54 percent interest in the company.

To read more click here.
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