Coalition to Save Our GPS Clips

November 8, 2011

TR Daily, Broadcasting & Cable, and The Hill report that former Republican Sen. Gordon Smith (Ore.), now the head of the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB), urged the Senate on Monday to confirm President Obama's two nominees to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  The articles note that Sen. Grassley intends to block their confirmation because the FCC has not released documents related to LightSquared.  

A Portfolio.com article reporting  that the FCC released its preliminary plan for looking at existing regulations to see if they should be changed also notes that Sen. Charles Grassley said he would object to two nominees because of records relating to LightSquared.

GPS World ran a short item linking to the November 2011 issue of GPS Tracker, the newsletter from the National Coordination Office for Space-Based Positioning, Navigation, and Timing (PNT), which includes updates on LightSquared and other matters.   Specifically, the newsletter recaps a House Small Business Committee hearing on LightSquared and notes that testing of LightSquared’s revised radio transmission, which is currently underway, is limited to GPS-based cell phones and other personal/general navigation devices.  High-precision equipment will be tested in a subsequent round of testing, which according to the newsletter, is expected in early 2012.  

Digital Trends reports that Dish Networks is defending its proposal to roll out a satellite-assisted LTE mobile broadband network, saying it doesn't have the potential GPS interference issues of LightSquared's network

LightSquared issued a press release announcing a wholesale agreement with Red Pocket Mobile, a mobile virtual network operator (MVNO) serving customers across the U.S.
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Radio Survivor, President Obama nominates 2 new candidates for FCC, potential impact on radio and internet policy is unclear, Posted on November 7, 2011 by Paul Riismandel

The FCC is currently down one commissioner due to Republican Meredith Atwell Baker stepping aside last spring. Democrat Michael Copps is on an “extended term” that is set to end at the end of this Congressional term. So the FCC is due to be getting by on just three commissioners by the time the new year rolls around.

Surprising just about nobody inside the beltway, President Obama nominated two experienced policy wonks with prior commission experience to fill these vacancies, Democrat Jessica Rosenworcel and Republican Ajit Varadaraj Pai. Rosenworcel served for a time as an advisor to Copps, who has been the strongest advocate for the public interest on the FCC in the last decade.

Pai served as Deputy General Counsel to former FCC chairman Kevin Martin, who tried to balance out the boneheaded consolidation-happy tendencies of his predecessor, Michael Powell, but also exhibited his own brand of ham-handedness when it came to issues of ownership regulation and localism. That said, I don’t think we can necessarily use the positions of their former bosses to predict the likely stances of either of these nominees.

Putting aside Clear Channel’s recent begging to further erode ownership rules, I doubt that we’ll see much change in the FCC’s trajectory with regard to broadcast radio if they are both confirmed by the Senate. I’ll be surprised if we see much modification from the Commission’s current proceeding on balancing LPFM expansion with new translator licenses, and even more surprised if either new commission has much influence on the outcome. Provided Rosenworcel is confirmed, there will continue to be a Democratic majority, which will be friendly to LPFM.

The policies that will most affect radio and audio media have to do with the wired, wireless and mobile broadband. Our ability to listen to streaming online radio is utterly constrained by mobile broadband data limits, which in just the last couple of years have gone from unlimited to much more limited. Data caps also matter for home cable and DSL internet, although the smaller bitrates required for streaming audio aren’t as threatened as bandwidth-intensive streaming video.

To read more click here.

<Return to top>
The Hill, Broadcasters urge swift confirmation of FCC nominees, By Brendan Sasso, 11/07/11 02:32 PM ET

Former Republican Sen. Gordon Smith (Ore.), now the head of the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB), on Monday urged the Senate to promptly confirm President Obama's two nominees to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

In a letter to the top Democrat and Republican on the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, Smith called the nominees "highly qualified, knowledgeable and thoughtful public servants."

President Obama nominated Ajit Pai and Jessica Rosenworcel last week to serve as FCC commissioners. Rosenworcel has worked for Democrats, most recently as an aide to Commerce Committee Chairman Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.), while Pai has worked for Republicans.

"With the Senate's approval, NAB and our nation's broadcasters look forward to working with Jessica and Ajit for many years to come," Smith wrote.

Although the nominees are themselves considered uncontroversial, The Hill reported on Tuesday that Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) intends to block their confirmation unless the FCC releases documents related to wireless company LightSquared.

To read more click here.
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GPS World, National PNT Office Newsletter Provides Updates on LightSquared, Jammers, November 7, 2011

The November 2011 issue of GPS Tracker, the newsletter from the National Coordination Office for Space-Based Positioning, Navigation, and Timing (PNT), provides updates on LightSquared, jammers, and concerns of commercial GPS users. Download the November issue here.
The office, which hosts a website at www.pnt.gov, is the central node within the government for GPS-related policy matters. Anyone interested in subscribing to the newsletter can do so at www.pnt.gov, or by contacting Steve Sidorek at steven.sidorek@pnt.gov or 202-482-5838.

To read more click here.
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The Motley Fool, DISH Jumps Into the Wireless Fray, By Dan Radovsky | More Articles , November 7, 2011 

A report released by telecom infrastructure and services provider Ericsson (Nasdaq: ERIC  ) predicts that by 2016, mobile data traffic will have increased by a factor of 10. In other words, the number of mobile broadband users will more than double each year for the next five years.

That means there will be a bitter fight for the means -- spectrum and networks -- in which to accommodate all those users.

DISH Network's (Nasdaq: DISH  ) plan to be one of the 4G LTE networks that these wireless customers will end up using has just cleared an important obstacle.

Last summer, DISH bought …

To read more click here.
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PR Newswire, Red Pocket Mobile Partners with LightSquared to Deliver No Contract Wireless Data Services to Customers, 620 words, 8 November 2011

RESTON, Va. and LOS ANGELES, Calif., Nov. 8, 2011 /PRNewswire/ -- LightSquared, a wholesale carrier building a nationwide wireless broadband network that will create consumer choice and drive industry innovation, and Red Pocket Mobile, a mobile virtual network operator (MVNO) serving customers across the U.S., today announced a wholesale agreement that will enable Red Pocket Mobile to offer their subscribers high-speed wireless data access using LightSquared's 4G-LTE network.

Red Pocket Mobile, one of the country's leading MVNOs, offers no contract unlimited and pay-as-you-go plans at thousands of retailers throughout the United States and directly to consumers at GoRedPocket.com. With U.S. wireless data usage expected to grow 4,000 percent in the next four years, Red Pocket Mobile will leverage LightSquared's 4G-LTE network to make next-generation mobile broadband services available to millions of consumers nationwide.

To read more click here
<Return to top>
TR Daily, NAB SEEKS ACTION ON FCC NOMINEES, 136 words, 7 November 2011

The National Association of Broadcasters asked the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee today to swiftly take up the nominations of Jessica Rosenworcel and Ajit V. Pai to be FCC Commissioners to "ensure that the FCC has a full complement of Commissioners next year and beyond, a time during which the agency will be making major decisions that will impact radio and television broadcasters and the entire telecommunications industry.
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TR Daily, SPRINT NEXTEL, DISH REACH SETTLEMENT ON COSTS OF RELOCATING BAS LICENSEES, 728 words, 7 November 2011

Sprint Nextel Corp. and Dish Network Corp. have announced a settlement related to cost reimbursements Sprint Nextel has said DBSD North America, Inc., and TerreStar Networks, Inc., owe it for Sprint Nextel's relocation of broadcast auxiliary service (BAS) licensees. Dish said that under the settlement, it will pay Sprint Nextel about $114 million.

The agreement could make it easier for Dish to get FCC approval to acquire the companies' licenses. The dispute over the reimbursement of a pro rata share of the BAS relocation expenses has dragged on for years at the FCC and in several courts.

Sprint Nextel said it spent about $750 million to relocate BAS incumbents, but DBSD and TerreStar argued that they should only be liable for a share of the BAS relocation costs if they launched commercial service by June 26, 2008, the original 36-month deadline for the end of the 800 megahertz band transition - which they didn't do. The FCC disagreed, prompting a legal challenge in the United States Court of Appeals for the District Columbia Circuit.

Dish successfully bid for DBSD and TerreStar in U.S. bankruptcy court and has filed applications to acquire their licenses. It also wants other relief from the FCC, including a waiver of the agency's integrated service requirement so its planned nationwide S-band network can be used with terrestrial-only devices.

"In the interest of definitively settling complex and long-standing disputes that have been pending in litigation in many federal courts and many proceedings before the Commission, Sprint and DISH have been negotiating on the issues related to Sprint's relocation of certain incumbents from the 2000-2020 MHz band," Sprint Nextel said in Nov. 3 FCC filings withdrawing petitions related to the Dish proceeding. "DISH and Sprint have today reached an agreement to settle all of these disputes among Sprint, DISH, and their subsidiaries and affiliates in a mutually satisfactory manner."

<Return to top>
IntoMobile, LightSquared has no problem being a dumb pipe, in fact they relish the title, By: Stefan Constantinescu, , Tuesday, November 8th, 2011 at 12:41 AM

Calling a wireless operator a “dumb pipe” elicits the same sort of reaction from corporate executives that you’d expect if you started insulting the mother of a wide shouldered African American male who has done several years in the joint. What exactly is a “dumb pipe” anyway? Think of the company that provides you with electricity or better yet the guys who make sure that water comes out of your shower head. You may or may not know the name of each of those respective companies, they sure as hell don’t spend a lot of money advertising, and they couldn’t care less about what devices you plug into your electrical sockets or what fancy toilet seat you sit on every morning. They’re dumb pipes. Now those of us who have been buying unlocked handsets for most of our lives, even going so far as to import several European or Asian only models, typically view operators in much the same way. We simply want to pay for a SIM card that gives us the best mix of coverage, data speed, and price.

When you think about why your wireless bill is so damn high, consider that part of what you pay AT&T or Verizon or whoever goes towards a massive marketing budget, a huge one off payment that lets operators buy devices in bulk from handset makers, a team of developers that then fills said devices up with bullshit software, and of course the weekly salary of the high school graduate who hustles you with high pressure sales tactics at many of the countless retail stores all around the country.

To read more click here.
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DigitalTrends.com, Dish Networks defends its satellite LTE plan, November 7, 2011 By Geoff Duncan

Dish Networks is defending its proposal to roll out a satellite-assisted LTE mobile broadband network...and says it doesn't have the potential GPS interference issues of LightSquare's network

Back in August, satellite TV operator Dish Network launched an ambitious plan to create a 4G mobile broadband network based on LTE technology. The idea is similar to the service that LightSquared is currently trying to roll out: Dish Network would deploy a number of terrestrial base stations to support mobile broadband devices, and those stations would be linked into a network not by backhauls and fiber, but by satellite uplinks. However, where there has been considerably concern that LightSquared’s service could interfere with GPS reception, Dish Network says there are no such interference issues with its proposal—and it could bring wireless broadband to almost every American.

“Dish, a satellite operator with a proven track record of investment, competition, and innovation, seeks the transfer of underutilized spectrum and satellite resources from the hands of two bankrupt companies—a move that will put DISH on sure footing to begin to compete aggressively with entrenched nationwide wireless providers,” the company wrote in a response to the FCC (PDF).

To read more click here.
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Portfolio.com, FCC Aims to Unleash Broadband Investment , Nov 07 2011 2:35pm EDT

The Federal Communications Commission today released its preliminary plan for looking at existing regulations to see if they should be changed.

FCC Commissioner Julius Genachowski said the goal of this effort is to remove burdens on the communications industry and unleash investment in the broadband economy. This sector has been a “bright spot in our otherwise struggling economy,” he noted.

Genachowski’s agency has eliminated 190 obsolete regulations and plans to drop 25 data collection requirements that no longer serve a useful purpose.

This regulatory update, which was requested by President Barack Obama, is the agency’s response to changes in technology, particularly the growth of mobile telecommunications. The U.S. now has more active cell phones than people, Genachowski said today during a speech at Georgetown University. Most new phones being activated are smartphones. The tablet market is also booming. Mobile broadband is growing faster than any other communications platform in history, he said.

This technological explosion, however, relies on public airwaves spectrum, and the demand for spectrum is “rapidly outstripping the supply,” Genachowski said.

To read more click here.
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Broadcasting & Cable, NAB President Seeks Swift Action on FCC Nominees; Important to have a full complement of commissioners next year and beyond, By John Eggerton , 11/7/2011 5:04:18 PM

National Association of Broadcasters President Gordon Smith has urged the Senate to swiftly confirm the President's nominees for FCC commissioner.

The White House last week nominated Senate Commerce Committee Telecom adviser Jessica Rosenworcel and communications attorney and former FCC lawyer Ajit Pai for the Democratic and Republican seats, respectively.

In a letter to Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Jay Rockefeller (D-W. Va.) and ranking member Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-Tx.), Smith said that it was important to have a full complement of commissioners next year and beyond, a time during which the agency will be making major decisions that will impact radio and television broadcasters and the entire telecommunications industry.

To read more click here.
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