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The Builders
òI can testify to little beyond the giant Mounds 
that the Savages say they guard as Curators, 

for some more distant Race of Builders.  
I have failõd to observe more in them, 

than their most impressive Size, 
thoõ Mr. Dixon swears to Coded Inscriptions, 

Purposive Lamination, 
and Employment, 

unto the Present Day, 
by Agents Unknown of Powers Invisible.ó

Charles Mason, in Mason and Dixon, by Thomas Pynchon
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Ancient Aliens?

ñé from everything the physical anthropologists can tell us, there is no reason to 

think that the people of two thousand years ago were any less intelligent or 

clever than we are today.  Indeed, we can assume that the Hopewell were our 

cognitive equals.  William F. Romaine
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Adena (Early Woodland),

1,000 BC ï200 BC

Hopewell

200 BC ï500 AD

Late Woodland

500 ï1000 AD

Mississippian

800 ï1600 AD

Fort Ancient

1000 AD ï1750 AD

Monongahela

1050 - 1635
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Heironymous Rowe, Wikimedia, 2008
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Heironymous Rowe, Wikimedia, 2010
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The    

òDiscoverersó
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Ephraim George Squier, 1821- 1888;  

studied engineering, edited Scioto Gazette

Edwin H. Davis, 1811- 1888;  

practiced medicine in Chillicothe

Squier & Davis, 1845-48
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é the only mode of acquiring information 
was to take the compass and chain
in one hand and the mattock in the other 
and go into the field in person.ó 

-- Ephraim Squier

In 1848 the Smithsonian Institution published: 

Ancient Monuments of The Mississippi Valley:  

Comprising the results of extensive

original surveys and explorations

by E.G. Squier, A.M., and E.H. Davis, M.D.
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The ñMoundbuildersò Myth

The Cincinnati Chronicle,February 2, 1839:

ñThere are circumstances which 

go to show  that the period 

of the world at which this 

gigantic monument was erected, 

was very remote, perhaps more than 

four thousand years before the flood.ò
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Ancient Monumentsis one long argument that the 

moundbuilders were a numerous, widespread, and 

homogeneous race of semi-civilized agriculturalists, deeply 

religious and of necessity militaristic, whose monuments, 

customs, symbols, artifacts, and cranial anatomy bore 

unmistakable traces of a deep historical connection to the 

semi-civilized peoples of Mexico and Peru.ò

David Meltzer, 1988
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The ñDiscoverersò, 1880ôs-90ôs

Cyrus Thomas, 1825- 1910;  

Associated with the Smithsonian;

Debunked Moundbuilders Myth

Criticized Squier & Davis
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Thomas plat of the Newark Octagon
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Notes for Thomas plat

Thomas also noted the diagonals crossed

Each other at nearly perfect right angles
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Frederic Ward Putnam, 

1839- 1914;  

Peabody Museum 

at Harvard University

Putnam was instrumental in the 

preservation of the Great Serpent Mound.
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In 1890, F.W. Putnam:

ña symbol of the old serpent faith, é from 

éthe religions of the East é?ò

ñThe serpent é, in combination with phallic 

and solar worship, éextended from 

Central America to Peru and Mexico.ò

He saw the ñeggò in the Great Serpentôs mouth as

ñé  several symbols which in Asia would be accepted é  to 

be a phallo-solar shrine combined with the serpent faith.ò

Overall:  ñthe fulfillment of special religious rites 

connected with the older faiths, which, éhad their greatest 

development in Asia, which éwe have reason to consider as 

the original home of the brachycephali, 

one of the early peoples of America.ò 
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Adena

Small settlements, 1 or 2 buildings,     

paired pole walls of bark or wicker,

conical roof, likely bark covered.

Several settlements scattered 

around mound sites.
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Adena Culture

Hunted Animals and Birds

Gathered Seeds and Nuts

Cultivated Pumpkin, Squash,                  

Sunflower, Goosefoot21



Adena house, Wikimedia,  Siyajkak, 2005
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(Hopewell) Fort Ancient reconstructions, 2017
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Adena Mounds

Generally circular,

20-300 feet, 

ceremonial and burial.

Layers built up with  

burned mortuary structures 

and earth;

Hundred of thousands 

of wicker baskets of dirt 
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Grave Creek Mound, 1910 postcard, 1850 illustration.  

Mound reportedly 69ô high, 900ô circumference.

West Virginia and Regional History Collection.
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Squier visited in 1846

Reported it 70ô high, 1,000ô circumference

Had been excavated in 1838, two skeletons

and numerous artifacts found

Owner/excavator Tomlinson attempted

commercial development, failed,

skeletons, etc. in disarray when Squier visited
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Delf Noronaôs cross section drawing, 1962
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Grave Creek Mound, c. 1927
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Grave Creek Mound, February 2013
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View from the top.  

Tourists ask:

Why did they put the mound so close to the prison?
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