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The Mindset

Il n the mountains of Colorado the surveyors h
engines could pull. Often this meant working high up on steep hillsides or under overhanging
cli ffs. é Sometimes the surveyors had to wor

ropes from canyon wal |l s, pl otting courses t

Trains DID follow these imaginary rights of way, hanging to the sides of steep cliffs, on ledges
blasted out of solid rock high above rushing rivers, winding from one side to another on spindly

trestles, and someti mes crowding the strean

Kelly Chodain Thirty Pound Raills



William Henry Jackson
Photo of
Las Animas Canyon
1884
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Robert Brewster Stanton

nNStanton was handi capped
this kept him from some of the heaviest labor.
Anyone who reads these field notes will agree that the
handicap restrained his activity very slightly
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The First Crew

F.M. Brown, President; J.N. Hughes, Guest (lawyer, boatman);

JohnHislop, Transitman; Ed. Coe, Leveler; C.W. Potter, Front flag;

H.C, Richards, Steward; E.A. Reynolds, Guest (lawyer, boatman);

W.H. Bush, Transitman; G. Ed. Howard, Leveler; F.A. Nims, Photographer;
Geo. A. Sutherland, Rodman; G.W. Gibson, Cook

This group left Denver on May 22, and were joined at Grand Junction,

Colorado, by T.FRigney and at Green River, Utah, by Peter Hansbrough and E.W.
Terry.



The River

In 1889, rallroad company president Frank M. Brown,
Engineer Robert Brewster Stanton, and several workers embarked

down the Green River headed to the Colorado River for a railroad
survey, intending to go time Gulf of California in Mexico. This

was the first major exploration of Grand Canyon since Major John
Wesl ey Powell 0s exp&di ti ons 1 n



SN I Ml
) -~

A

/4 1*"“’ RT DRVYS LM R - LUAN 1 % Pﬁvate Promrly or "

.""/\"’ CEVEL AST mIN) OSQUINFER i - ROBT. B. STANTON.
’ . . . s
‘ 4

MUTYIAL LIPS s
'W%ﬂM

Jd NSASSAY STRERET LW Y ORW LOITY

DEenvER, C'olo RAD O

CANON Ok PAac/Fre
RR., SURVEY. ;%

/§§9 A/w /890 /B
_,__ma ﬁce. 2‘6 /889 j:zui "
Mﬁ&“"%“" -

Vol. N o O,




MAY 2 4. ewent over to the railroad t

di sappointed é They are |1 ght brittl e
unfit for the work they wil/| have to
unsafe. Two of them have very large splits in their bottoms by the handling they
have received I n the cars. o

(According to Ghiglieri and Myer®)ver the Edge: Death in Grand
Canyon t he fi1 ve Dboats pr ovfoottlend cabogypeBr o w
boats only 40 inches wide, a mere 18 inches deep, and built of thin planks of
brittle red cedar. 0)
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MAY 25. Compl eted repairing boats &
boats ewith watertight compartments
a raft, and loaded them full of stores and screwed down tight. All moved off

N\

smoot hly. O

€ Boats all | n Brayvo Betty old bodt,evhigch iseéeakmn@ gl t
round her top lap. Gibson and Richards guite alarmed as they have the raft in
tow é hauled up on shore and unl oade
forodo@e. O
é f i1 r st s nCehverstuckaop noaks and s®ve 3 holes in her
bott om. Al | hands Jumped I nto river
First 120 miles down the smooth waters of the Green River to junction with
the Grand River (now the Colorado) reasonably uneventful. Reached mouth of
the Green on May 29, camped on the west bank of the Green in about the same
spot where John Wesley Powell had camped in 1869. Picked up survey made

earlier from Grand Junction by Frank C. Kendrick.
13



The Troubles Begin
May 31. NLearn of narrow escape of R
about one third of alll our provisions

could not manage éto pull to shore as
and their boat in eddy above rapid, when Brown ordered them to take boat and brir
fl oat across the river, above the rap
the swift water when they both jumped out into the river and struggled hard to save
t he o6fl oato; but finding that they an
rapi d they cut | oose the o60floatodo and
Nob|l| ame whatever can be attached to t1l
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Loosing Supplies and Equipment

June 1. Nt wo portages and run and | et do
wor k | ove known for years. o
June 3. e éirBuonatagNaoi.ns5t a rock and sunk eéeRe

boat, but almost everythingwas lost,alFobt t er 6s and Sut her. | @&rOhdes |
ot her boat ééstove I n.

N NI m®t0 camera blew overthecldfind s mashed up. We have

June 4. éenBr own, Hughes, and Reynol ds st
rapi d éclung on (to boat) é scrambled out ar

nRnecook BrowmntBetty heée swung éagainst a huge roc
soon filled with water.

ésaved a part of the cookod6s outfi t, but |
camp keltotsltesneaér | v all .ourfrarewb éi 1 oc s@lwes tlhe
and was a total loss.
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The Losses Continue

ne everything was wet espread out spoltero supp

June 5. e oTwo b oa Mary Nol 3, adthand comptetelykaarlked off.a n d
Repaired éafter reaching camp.

éstil | |l eft about 4 weeksoO0 é flour; 3 week
fruirt; and 6 to 8 weeksoO éeécoffee. e

é started with 75 daysod supplies of everyt

June 10. ne repaired boats with rosi n Ha

€ Boat No. 1 A®tal®sstinclddmopd250.00 transk sacks flour, 1 keg
vinegar, 3 sacks fruit, 1 sack beans, etc., etc.

e foll owed Boat N o .onedf fivefolr o 8t sni é ®Is o séte cJounnt ead
2 sacks flour, 2 cans tomatoes, soap, 2 sack
where we were before Boat N o . 1 was | ost . o
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More Losses and Fearing Starvation

June May, 8Bo. 3, €é against a rock and smash
coffee pot, all but nine cups, all our dri1ed
stuff in our two remaining boats and pushed on.

Boat 5 é swamped Jjust above camp. ébl anke
fruit on No. 5 lost and my level box with medicines, etc., etc. Rather a bad disaster to wind up
the day with.

é found two more oO0floatso i ntact and one Db
pi ckl es, 12 cans condensed mil k. A good fiIn
June 13. é Atook stock of alll Provi si ons

not last even witlshortallowances for six daysvir. Brown does not seem to grasp the situation
Intheleast but goes on as I f we .mmad two mont hso ¢

June 16. € Asaw eébags, Dbl anketBenverétnas f | o

| oad was Busamdas atlrlamsoirtt s of ot her things 1 nc

é had t oMaryin arger td detematerial to repair the other boats. This affected
Brown very much as the boat was named for his wife and he cried before the whole party. The
men went over river and got bdAard No. 1. Found 1t li1ttle da

17



Resupply of Chow

June 17. nBrown will go ahead for grub t
as quick as possible. o
June 20. ne come down the hild]l and meet

come back from Dandy Crossing e with plenty
of 0 g Paitdyr stuffé himself and is sicko

h

I_

June 24, nNWe went across rilver to HiI te Ci

home. O

From Dandy Crossing (Hite), the party split with Brown and Stanton going ahead with a
crew tsauriveeweo a route through Gl en Canyon,
the instrumental survey.
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They Can Build It!

River through Gl en Canyon much easier enpreci

Stanton | i1 ttle doubt (regar di ntnnelahoebadganeri | 1 t vy
side canyons. Iblested in soled cotai nodn sé éc Itiof fbse édr opped
bl i thely prfogpomts esspaem &WeOr t he mouth of the Sa
Stanton fAwas a child of his ti me. éeée had epa

Colorado. Rallroads could be built anywhgre even t hrough the canyons
The NnNeye surveyo crew reached Leed0s Ferry o

June 2. NFrom t he San J weaytortius\ared will tequirelatdeasdb 5 F e
tunnel s. They wi | | generally be short, from
Leeds Ferry, Ari zona, July 4, 1889. Nl n ca

river. Of course it is the hottest day of the year,liBZun, and 105n shade 0

(After enjoying of few days of fresh meat, milk, eggs and vegetables, they resumed their journey
downriver on July 9.)
21



President Brown Drowns

July 160. nNJust as we got 1 nto the
saw McDonald bareheaded on left bank running towards us with his hands in the a
e We reali zed 1 n a moment that their
over the water. Saw nothing and then shouted to men to pull hard for shore, and ju
as we turned | saw Brownos notebook s
eddy. él jJumped over Richards to shor
whole eddy and rapid could see not other trace of him, Brdwa.whole of this did
nottake Yaofaminufe even much | ess. € This ha
e Xx per | elmtbeedepth oféhis lonely canyon and beside the roaring waters,
which leaped and lashed and foamed without ceasing, we sat for hours utterly
paralyzed.We watched eddy and whirl and then searched the banks for a mile and
half on either side Iin hopes of at least finding his body and giving it an honored

bur i al pl ace on top of some high <cl i f
22



Lower end of Soap Creek Rapid, Marble Ganyon.,

Note book says photo. 283»3how€khere President Brown was drowned.
x-Camp No.33, July 9th,I889, Photo by F.A.Nims.
(The waves smoothed out by the long-time exposure, )
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Two More Die

July 15. heall of a sudden we saw
with an overhanging shelf of about 3
get his end out from the rocks clear into the stream and Hansbrough had his heac

out from under the shelf. | remar ke
sudden their boat turned over, and both went into the widtersbrough was
neverseentoridey any of us. e Mc Donal d and
érushed out 1 nto the ®RKithardsa mu twsarikké t he
before they could reach him Histop and | ran over the cliff but by the time we
got there all was qui et and both men
July 16. NAfter Dbreakf ast

conclusi on 1t was best t o t

24



Heading Out and WatchingB r o wBoay$s50 By

July 17. NAbout | mi |l e bel ow we no
bushes éThere I s quite a spring comin
of ri1 ch soil | odged on a bench of the

gather bunches of ferns and flowers to take home to remember this place which Is
Powel | 6s 06 Vas ¢nadahisPonmtrRetteats &€, avi | r eqgul
about 1 mile long and it has a splendid approach on upper side; and as well as | ca
see there I s an easy exlit on | ower si

e | | ooked up the river and saw soim
fl oati ng down. As 1t came a |li1ttle n
McDonald andHislope at t he ri sk of their | ives
Impossible as it was so near the head of the rapid. They came near going over the
rapi d é It was very sad. | had so ho
spot <call ed 6 Vas e ycacked Rllaur authiusssepplimsa caVée h
é Excepté boats which are useles® 25
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Long photo, fromThe Grand Canyon, intimate

views Robert Euler and Frafkkalsky Univ. of
Arizona Press, 1992, p. 106

They spent atormynightshelteredn thecave,
andSt ant on haveseetthelightning
play and heard the thunder roll among the
summit peaks of the Rocky Mountains, as |
have stood on some rocky point far above the
clouds, but nowhere has the awful grandeur
equaled that night in the lonesome depths of
what to us was dea
FromTodd R. Bergelt Happened at Grand
Canyon, p. 42Two Dot; Guilford , CT, Helena,
MT, Second Ed., 2016



