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The Fairfax Stone and the Deakins Line –
How West Virginia Put a Whuppin’ on Maryland
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Fairfax Stone Monument

Set by Lt. Michler in 1859;

(History of Tucker County,

Homer Fansler, 1962)

Apparently from

Virgil Lewis, History and

Government of W.Va., 1896
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The Fairfax Stone, c. 1957

Victor L. Haines, WV & Regional History Collection
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10/5/1957, Dedication Ceremony, Mrs. Georgia Harper of Randolph County 

Historical Society presents wreath to be placed by Miss Kemper.

Photo Gift of Kermit McKeever, WV Conservation Commission, WV & Reg. Hist. Coll.
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Mr. D.D. Brown and Elizabeth Carol Kemper, 

Forest Festival Queen

Kermit McKeever, WV & Rebional History Collection
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Harold Fortney speaking 

Kermit McKeever, WV & Regional History Collection
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WV Surveyors Historical Society, August 2011, 

at 1910 Fairfax Monument 13
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The Surveys

Rough Country
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Portion of Francis Deakins’

Map of his 1788 survey of

Maryland Military Lots
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Settlement Attempts

Without Success
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The Bauer & 
Brown Survey
For Maryland

Twin True 
Meridians
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The Monroe Survey

For West Virginia

Following the 
Footsteps
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Maryland’s Case

Put it Where it Was 
Supposed to Be
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W.Va.’s Rebuttal

Leave it Where it Has 

Always Been
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West Virginia argued that if the Michler line was held “all the 

titles granted by Virginia East of that line will be void” and 

“none of the several hundred inhabitants . . . will have any 

valid title” despite many years of holding that land” and 

holders of Maryland patents “which have been taken out 

simply to cover these lands” with no possession “will be able to 

turn the inhabitants now living there out of house and home . . 

. This result would be so disastrous, would rend so many home 

ties, break up tender associations and violate so many of the 

most tender sentiments of the human heart and cause such 

great suffering and loss” that West Virginia could not imagine 

the Court would do it, as rendering a decision leading to “such 

disastrous results” could not be in accordance with “the 

principles of the very highest equity and justice . . . “ 
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The Decision

Settled At Last
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The Reasons
–The record in this case sustains the proposition that, for many 

years, the people of Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia, 

have accepted as the boundary between Maryland and West 

Virginia the line known as the Deakins line, and have 

consistently adhered to the Fairfax Stone as the starting point 

of such line, and that none of the steps taken to delimit the 

boundary since such line was run in 1788 have been effectual, 

or such as to disturb the continued possession of people 

claiming rights up to such Deakins line on the Virginia and 

West Virginia side.
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• Even if a meridian boundary line is not astronomically correct, it 

should not be overthrown after it has been recognized for many 

years and become the basis for public and private rights of 

property.

• Boundary disputes between states should be adjusted according to 

the facts in the case by the applicable principles of law and equity, 

and in such manner as will least disturb private rights and titles 

regarded as settled by the people most affected, and it should be the 

manifest duty of the lawmaking bodies of adjoining states to 

confirm such private rights in accordance with such principles.
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Deakins Line Survey Crew, 1910, WV & Regional History Collection 52



State Boundary 

Marker #1,

1910 Survey, 

South Bank

Of Potomac River

Darlene Fife Collection,

W.Va. & Regional 

History  Collection
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Marker # 1

August 2011

South Bank of

N. Branch of

Potomac 
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Marker #6

Along U.S. 

219
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Seeking the

Potomac Stone56
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SESSION EVALUATION

HTTPS://WWW.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/R/PSLS2026EVAL


